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Ya Qabeelat Ittihaad! Asalaam alaykum. 
I am honored and proud to serve as the 
Ameer.   After the success of the 
Conquest, History of Khulafaa' class in 
Windsor, Islam Invulnerable: The 
Making of the Modern Muslim World 
increased the bonds of brother/sisterhood 
across the border.  
 

If you want to kill a tree, you don’t cut 
its branches but you go for the roots. 
Unfortunately, that is the case with our 
Muslim ummah today. We don’t know 
our roots. It is important for us to know 
where we came from and where we are 
going. You have to know the past to 
understand the present. The man who 
has no sense of history is like a man who 
has no ears or eyes. 
   

One lesson that we got from taking this 
course is that it is not up to us to have 
our empire or the nation that we belong 
to last a decade or a century.  If it was up 
to us, the pharaohs would have been 
ruling the world right now. At the end, 
no matter how many rules we break and 

how much we cheat and how many 
weapons we use to take over other 
nations, the victory only comes from 
Allah (swt).  We have a new Muslim 
brother in our community who reverted 
to Islam after the second week of class. 
This is a proof that Islam is invulnerable 
and if all of us get together and bow 
down to Allah (swt) until the Day of 
Judgment, it will not change His 
greatness. May Allah (swt) guide us to 
the straight path and have our history as 
a means of guidance for us to learn from 
the mistakes of our predecessors and 
follow the footsteps of our beloved 
prophet Mohammed (saw) and his 
sahaba.   
 

A man rising in the world is not 
concerned with history; he is too busy 
making it. But a citizen with a fixed 
place in the community wants to acquire 
a glorious past just as he acquires 
antique furniture. By that past he is 
reassured of his present importance; in it 
he finds strength to face the dangers that 
lie in front of him. 

Assalamu alaikum warahmatullahi 
wabarakatuhu. 
 
All praise is due to Allah alone.  We 
have successfully completed our latest 
AlMaghrib class, The Making of the 
Modern Muslim World, thanks to Allah 
and then Qabeelat Ittihaad’s members.  
We are ready to continue journeying 
down the path of knowledge with our 
next class which will be taught by Sh. 
Muhammad Alshareef.  The Code of 
Scholars: Usool Al-Fiqh is scheduled to 
take place the weekends of March 10-12 
and 17-19 in Windsor.  If you have not 
yet enrolled, do so by visiting 
http://www.almaghrib.org/enroll.php.  
You definitely don't want to miss out on 
this class! 
 

On another note, it is with great honor 
that I introduce to Qabeelat Ittihaad their 
next Ameerah, Sarrah Buageila.  She has 
begun to assume all ameerah 

responsibilities of leading the tribe to a 
higher level insha’Allah.  Sarrah has 
been an active member of Ittihaad and 
has put forth great effort and initiative in 
her work.  I have no doubt that she will 
constantly strive to improve and take 
Ittihaad to the top.  I ask Allah put 
barakah in all of her doings and grant her 
success in her job!     
 

I would also like to take this opportunity 
to thank everyone, for it has been a great 
pleasure working with all the qabeelah’s 
members.  I ask for forgiveness from 
anyone that I have wronged whether 
knowingly or not.  I have seen the 
qabeelah flourish over the past few 
months and look forward to its continued 
success insha’Allah.   
 

May Allah bless us, ease our path to 
gaining knowledge and grant us Jannat 
AlFirdous.  Assalamu alaikum 
warahmatullahi wabarakatuhu. 
 

�

Class Highlights                By Haroon Malik, new Ameer 

 

What's Next?                By Raniah Samhan, former Ameerah 
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By Thana Numan and Tasnim Salem 
 
 
Interview with Dr. Ashraf Ismail 
 
Dr. Ashraf Ismail, an AlMaghrib 
Institute instructor has changed the 
view of history for many, and has 
helped many understand the events 
which led our ummah to the state 
which it is in right now.   
 
 
 
For a very long time, we did not think 
much about history; our history, of the 
Muslim ummah and of Islam.  Islam is 
the most beautiful religion in the 
world, yet with the situation which it is 
in right now one would start to 
wonder, why is this happening to our 
ummah?  Our leaders are puppets of 
the west, and we are all being 
bombarded with propaganda which 
tells us we are nothing more than 
reminiscences of the past, and our faith 
will soon vanish off the face of this 
earth. Below gives us a little insight on 
Dr. Ashraf: 
 
 

Q. Tell us a little bit about your 
educational background. 
 
Like any typical Arab, I first started 
out as a pre-medical student.  I then 
took a sudden turn and changed my 
major to European History and 
Philosophy.  After I received a B.A. in 
European History and Philosophy 
from the University of Texas at 
Austin, I also received my Masters 
Degree in International Relations from 
Cornell University as well as a 
Masters of Science in Economics from 
the University of Birmingham (U.K.).  
After which, I received my Ph.D. in 
International Relations from the 
Government Department of Cornell 
University. 

Q. Why did you decide to teach history?  
And with what you know, how can you 
make a difference? 
 
I wanted Muslims to be better informed 
about history because even with the 
struggles that Muslims face today, their 
ancestors faced equal and even greater 
challenges, especially during times of 
colonialism and imperialism, Muslims 
persisted in their faith and overcame 
their struggles. 

 

Q. Are you planning on any future classes? 
 
Yes, we are having a few more Islamic 
history classes dealing with the age of 
the Khulafaa', Muslim Spain, Classical 
Medieval Islamic history, and invasion 
of Muslims by the Mongols.   

 

Q. How is this class different from your 
traditional university classes? 
 
I feel that when my audience is a 
Muslim majority, they care more about 
what they are learning, but at the same 
time, I feel that the students are 
sometimes resistant towards some of the 
things I teach.  This is not a bad thing, it 
is actually an indicator that the student is 
thinking, and I want all of my students to 
think.  On the other hand, my university 
classes consist of elite society 

Americans, not as diverse, and don’t 
care much about the things they are 
learning. 

 

Q. What kinds of challenges do you face 
for speaking the truth? 
 
I do not face any challenges with 
AlMaghrib because they give me the 
freedom in teaching the way I would like 
to teach.  Unfortunately though, in my 
traditional university classes, I feel that 
if you are non-Caucasian then you do not 
have the freedom of speech that 
everyone deserves.  They want you to 
teach what sounds good to them, and to 
create a form of Islam that makes them 
feel comfortable, and to have a Euro-
centric point of view of global politics 
and economics.  Reality is, though, that 
the Muslim ummah’s population is 
growing, and no matter how much the 
Muslim ummah’s struggles are right 
now, the future belongs to Islam.  This is 
a promise to us from Allah, and we 
should not overlook it. 

 

Q. How do you like Qabeelat Ittihaad? 
 
I feel very happy and fortunate to meet 
the qabeelah.  And if it was not for 
AlMaghrib, I would not have this 
opportunity to be in a class with my 
Muslim brothers and sisters. 

 

��� Future  
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Uncontrollable, Unstoppable 
 demanded that their story be told around the world.  Are we 

waiting for the suffering of innocent Muslim lives to come 
to an ultimate stop before we step up to the plate? How 
many holocaust museums do we have in North America 
alone? How many textbooks are bombarding the future of 
our ummah with the history of the holocaust? When was the 
last time we sat down with our family and friends to 
remember the ones who suffered humiliated and died? I ask 

 

during the 20th century. But what about the 
ongoing suffering of the Muslims? The mass 
killing of millions of people from the very old 
to newborns for the sole purpose of 
exterminating a whole race is beyond words in 
its brutality. Some may compare the Jewish 
holocaust to the situation in Palestine.  I would 
argue that the situation in Palestine is actually 
much more dangerous than the holocaust. The 
reason is that the holocaust was somewhat 

obvious, although there were lots of people who ignored 
it for a time, and the ethnic cleansing in Palestine is 
ongoing and unchecked. 
  

What saddens me is that the holocaust took place almost 
62 years ago, within that time the people united and 

you when.  When will we make it our time?  
 

Dr. Ashraf mentioned in class that one life is not 
worth more than another. Though I feel that the 
suffering of Muslims is obviously present, we 
should not fail to realize other nations like 
Rwanda, Uganda, Ethiopia, Haiti, Syria, and 
unfortunately the list goes on and the suffering 
continues. As Muslims we are obliged to fight for 
justice and stop injustice, with our hands or with 
our speech. 
  

The spread of Islam continues in all directions, 

 

This seminar made me open my eyes to the suffering of 
the Muslim ummah from the past to the present. To be 
quite honest I had never even heard of a Muslim 
genocide. But if you ask me about the Jewish holocaust, 
I’ll know it inside out. The horrible genocide committed 
against the Jews by the Nazis in Germany with the help of 
other Europeans was one of the worst events to take place 

Do People Think They Will Be Left Alone? 
� ���� ��� 	
��� � � 
�� ������� ������
�������������������������������������
�������������������������� ����������
�������� ���!��"���������#$%&"#'�
�
Dr. Ashraf Ismail ended the first 
Friday of Islam Invulnerable with 
this ayah; I did not understand 
how it would be related to the 
seminar.  As the end of the first 
weekend approached, I realized 
that Muslims in history had 
glorious moments as well as 
difficult and humiliating times.   
 
The Muslim community has no 
physical boundary but a spiritual 
one.  Since the community is 
made up of individuals, those 
individuals are vulnerable to 

human desires.  However, that 
spiritual boundary that we share 
which is Islam is invulnerable.  
When people get access to money 
and power, they almost forget about 
Islam and follow their desires.  
Knowledge is the best weapon to 
fight the arrogant and powerful.  
 
The instructor repeated the fact that 
this seminar was to prepare us for a 
struggle.  Against what I wondered?  
Against arrogance and ignorance the 
material exposed.  Only when we 
show our gratitude to Allah, humble 
ourselves and make use of 
knowledge will we defeat any 
enemy.  Allah blessed us with Islam 
which is invulnerable because it 
belongs to Allah and we are only 

mere followers that can attain success 
with Islam.  Allah says: ()� ���� ����
�������*�������+��+�������,�������+���
����� �+��� ���� +���,���� !-����'�� ������
����� �+��,� �� ������� ����� .�� ����� � ����
�� � ����� ����� ����� .�����/� !��" 	�0� ���
1%12'�
�
Hence, if we ignore Islam, Allah is in no 
need for us, we are in need of Allah and 
His victory.� � The path to honor is not 
impossible, it is not hard and it is not 
hidden.  And those who realize this will 
not only attain success in this life but 
also the hereafter.  Allah is testing us 
with wealth and power; and once we 
realize that they are both going to vanish 
and only our deeds will count; we will 
have attained virtue in this life. 
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By Kaltun Abdikarani 

             By Umm Aaliyah 

simultaneously without any regard to the political situation 
of Muslims. So who controls Islam? Not even us Muslims 
do. People wouldn't be so worried if Islam weren't truly 
uncontrollable, unstoppable.  Yes, that's right, Islam is 
invulnerable. 
 



 

T h e  P a l e  o f � � � �  
S e t t l e m en t  
The 1967 Arab-Israeli War was among the most important military defeats 
in Islamic history. Over the course of less than a week, the fledgling Israeli 
state defeated combined armies from Egypt, Jordan, and Syria and seized 
control of the West Bank, Gaza Strip, Sinai Peninsula, and Golan Heights. 

 

� erusalem, home to Masjid al-Aqsa 
and Qubbat as-Sakhra and long sought 
by Zionist Jews as a strategic and 
religious objective, fell under Israeli 
control. Virtually overnight, Israel 
more than doubled the amount of 
territory under its control and 
dramatically altered the balance of 
power in the region. Morale in not 
only the Arab countries but in the 
Muslim world at large plunged, as 
Muslims felt humiliated by Israel’s 
overwhelming victory.  
 

If we are to learn from this tragedy, we 
must understand why it happened, and 
analyzing the backdrop against which 
the 1967 War occurred provides us 
with the some salient clues. The 20th 
century was a period of dramatic 
change in the Muslim world. Most 
Muslim lands fell under European or 
Russian occupation after World War I. 

unite the Arabs based on their 
language and culture and not based on 
their religious identity. Meanwhile, 
Islamic institutions remained mired in 
a state of general decline that dated 
back several centuries, as masjid 
attendance and general Islamic 
consciousness were nearly at an all-
time low. Traditional values were 
seriously tested as vices such as 
alcohol and gambling in Muslim 
communities became more prevalent 
than ever before.  
 

The neglect of Islamic principles that 
pervaded Muslim societies around the 
time of the 1967 War was 
accompanied by a lack of preparedness 
and disorganization in the Arab 
armies. According to many observers, 
the discipline, training, morale, 
equipment, and general competence of 
Arab militaries paled in comparison to 
those of Israel.1 Prior to their fight 

with Israel, the armies of Egypt and 
Jordan were involved in the ongoing 
Yemeni civil war and had performed 
surprisingly ineffectively.2 Similarly, 
Egypt’s attempt to help the Congo 
rebels was a failure.3 Despite such 
indications that Arab forces were in 
serious need of retooling and in no 
shape for a major conflict, Gamal 
Abdel-Nasser arrogantly remained 
intent on war, declaring, “Our basic 
objective will be the destruction of 
Israel. The Arab people want to 
fight.”4 Such a state of affairs directly 
contradicts the seerah of the prophet 
(saw). The battles of the prophet (saw) 
were preceded by extensive military 
preparations. Although they were 
clearly on the haqq, the sahaba (ra) 
neglected no aspect of training and 
material preparation for battle so that 
their army performed at its peak. The 
prophet (saw) did not engage in wars 
he felt were strategically inappropriate 
simply because Allah (SWT) was on 
his side, as evidenced by the Treaty of 
Hudaybiyyah. This reflects the 
prophet’s saying to a Bedouin man 
who stated that he did not need to tie 
his camel because he trusted in Allah, 
“Trust in Allah, but tie your camel 
first.”5 
 

The result of the 1967 War is thus a 
microcosm of the themes that underlie 
the concepts of power, war, and 
victory in Islam. Allah (SWT) 
guaranteed ultimate victory and 
dominion over the earth to those who 
follow His path, “Allah has promised 
those of you who have attained to faith 
and do righteous deeds that, of a 
certainty, He will cause them to accede 
to power on earth…”6 It is this 
conviction that enabled armies led by 
the prophet (saw) and his sahaba (ra) 
to achieve stunning victories over 
adversaries of much greater size and 
strength. However, when Muslims 
strayed from Islam and became 
disorganized, the reverse effect took 
hold: the combined armies of three 
Muslim countries were humiliated by a 
small, newly-established nation of 
settlers. Only by understanding these 
historical lessons can we plan for the 
future as our ummah inches toward 
revival.  

 

As Muslim countries 
subsequently emerged 
from colonialism, 
secular nationalism and 
socialism came to 
dominate their political 
landscapes. Newly- 
created Muslim nation-
states modeled their 
political, educational, 
and economic systems 
after those of the 
European powers that 
had colonized them. In 
the Arab World, 
Egyptian president 
Gamal Abdel-Nasser 
championed Arab 
nationalism, an 
ideology that sought to 

1 James Reston, Nasser’s Reckless Maneuvers, N.Y. Times, May 22, 1967 at 46.  2 Id.  3 Id.  4 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Background_to_Six-Day_War  5 Sunan At Tirmidhi, 1981  6 an-Nur 24:55 
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“Islam is the best religion and Muslims are the worst 
followers.”       ~ attributed to George Bernard Shaw 

 
 
In pride, my elders would often utter this 
quote and then we, the representatives of 
Islam, would go back to live our unholy 
lives. Mere words of praise of Islam by a 
non-Muslim would elate us but the part 
that concerned us would leave us 
unaffected. 

 

One may question: does Shaw imply that 
Islam is not practical if its followers are 
so terrible? The answer is:  had Islam not 
been practical then the Barbaric Mongols 
would not have become the pioneers of 
greatest civilizations of their time after 
their conversion to Islam. 
 

Throughout the seminar on The Making 
of the Modern Muslim World, one theme 
was most prominent: Islam is 
invulnerable. Islam is divinely protected! 
No question about it! In the midst of this 
optimism, however, there is a 
predicament about which we must 
worry.  On the Day of Judgment, we 
won’t be asked, "How successful Islam 
was in your time?”  The question for us 
will be, “What did you do for Islam?”  
 

After taking the class, whether we cry at 
our current condition or enthuse about 
our past glory, our primary concern 
should be our present beliefs and actions. 
This time, Allah has put us in the 
driver’s seat and our hands are on 
steering wheels; hence, learning history 
shouldn’t merely be for amusement, but 
for the observation of methods used by 
triumphant leaders and for the 
contemplation on previous nations’ 
causes of degeneration. Instead of 
blaming someone else for our problems, 
it is time to examine the reasons of 
disintegration of our ancestors only to 
avoid making the same errors. 
 

 

Don’t Extinguish the Light of Knowledge 
 

Ibn al-Jauzi thoughtfully wrote, "The 
first means by which Iblees deceives 
mankind is by blocking their means to 
knowledge.  This is because knowledge 
is a light. If he can extinguish their lamp, 
he can knock them into darkness by any 
means he wills.”  
 

When the Ottomans banned the printing 
press, when the Mughals stopped caring 
to learn about coordination, when 
Muslims discontinued traveling to obtain 
knowledge, Iblees began to shove us into 
the pit of decline.   
 

While ignorance leads to deterioration, 
realize that acquiring and spreading 
knowledge is excruciating. After a great 
toil, Muhammad bin Ali al-Sanusi, the 
founder of Sanusiyya movement, 
established a school for scholars in the 
oasis of Jaghboub, which was previously 
a refuge for thieves and the spread of 
knowledge led to the reformation in 
Libya and Sudan.  If you are anxious of 
the ummah’s condition, are you ready to 
invest your time, money and energy and 
give up your comfort zone like the 
reformers in the past?  
 

Oftentimes, we are too engrossed in 
highlighting the distinction between 
religious and secular knowledge while in 
reality both of them usually go hand in 
hand.  If the knowledge of deen is 
primarily needed for spiritual growth and 
to overcome personal weaknesses then 
knowledge of dunya increases our 
awareness of the world overall and 
informs us about our enemy’s strategies.  
The two types of knowledge are not 
mutually exclusive, but the neglect of 
one may lead to limitations in fully 
benefiting from the other.  The need is to 
balance both of them. Knowledge is a 

broad spectrum, so a person should 
become skilled at what suits him/her 
best, then find a meaning in that and 
eventually employ it for the benefit of 
Islam and humanity.  
  

We always equate education to a good 
job, but we forget knowledge leads to 
prioritization.  Prioritization is vital; 
otherwise, a person will lose time in 
doing futile things and will regret 
thereafter. Prioritization gives a person 
focus and helps develop an insightful 
plan.  After all, Dr. Ashraf emphasized 
on having plan A and plan B to 
safeguard ourselves during the time of 
crises. Keep in mind, plans developed 
without knowledge crash too often.  
Think of where you want to be in ten 
years from now and develop a plan 
tactically.  

 

Intoxication of Arrogance and Power 
 

Ignorance excretes many toxic bi-
products, but the worst one is 
arrogance.  “As soon as you find 
people arrogant, know their 
humiliation is coming," was repeatedly 
echoed in the seminar.  When people 
of ‘Ad boasted of their physical 
strength and power, their destruction 
came swiftly.  Arrogance and 
intoxication of power block us from 
noticing the arrival of destruction. 
When the Muslims in Palestine 
became too arrogant to recognize that 
the cat at their own home could ever 
bite them, they began losing their 
lands and now we are seeing the 
outcome. Let the blessings of Allah 
makes us humble instead of arrogant. 

 

Allah has Blessed Disbelievers? 
 

Our ancestors’ arrogance also led to 
widespread prejudice and injustice. 
What is made socially noteworthy in 
prejudice is the view or attitude that 
assumes superiority and inferiority of a 
group or class and then this rationale is 
used to perform different forms of 

harassments and oppressions. People 
forget that oppressing others 
essentially leads to oppressing of one’s 
own soul. We unmistakably noticed 
that when Muslims of West Pakistan 
were oppressing the other group of 
Muslims in East Pakistan, ultimately 
Muslims of both sides suffered and the 
one who benefited the most was the 
enemy.  Quite often, we complain that 
Allah has blessed non-Muslims more 
than us but we forget that our 
deterioration is due to the oppression 
and injustice rampant in our countries, 
and consequently, Ibn Taymiyyah 
judiciously stated, “Allah establishes a 
just state if it were disbelieving one 
and terminates an unjust even if it 
were a believing one.” 
 

The Buffalo in the Herd 
 

A buffalo remains safe as long as it is 
in the middle of herd, but if it falls 
behind, it becomes an easy prey for the 
predator. We frequently saw that 
Muslims instead of uniting and 
fighting against common enemy, 
divided and fought. Tipu Sultan, 
almost winning against the British in 
India, eventually lost due to disunity 
among Muslims.  Conversely, we see 

the power of unity when Egypt and Syria 
launched a successful attack to a certain 
extent against Israel in 1973.  To protect 
ourselves from predators, let’s work 
together instead of absorbing ourselves 
into differences.   

 

The Wahn 
 

The reason why the sahabah (ra) were 
victorious and we aren’t is because they 
were emancipated from covetousness.  
Their belief in Allah and the hereafter 
helped them look at the bigger picture.  
If we don’t fear the punishment of Allah 
and long for the reward of paradise, our 
sacrifices for Islam and future 
generations will be minimal.  
 

Our preceding empires who were 
fanatical in their love of riches, tulips, 
mausoleums and palaces were utterly 
ruined. Furthermore, what we see today 
was vividly described by the prophet 
(saw) when he said, "The nations shall 
soon summon one another to attack you 
as people when eating invites others to 
share their dish.”  Someone asked, “Will 
that be because we will be small in 
numbers at that time?”  The prophet 
(saw) replied, “No, you will be 
numerous but you will be like the froth 

of the sea.  Allah will remove fear of you 
from the hearts of your enemies and 
Allah will cast wahn into your hearts.”  
A person asked, “What is wahn?” He 
replied, “The love of this world 
(materialism) and the hatred of 
hereafter.” (Sahih- Abu Dawoud Book 37, 
Number 4284)  So, let’s now compete for 
hereafter instead of this world.  

 

Where is the Victory? 
 

In Surat-ul-Kahf, one of the most 
profound verses is about the worst of 
losers who thought they were doing well 
while striving in the criminal path. The 
key to success is sincerity and following 
Qur’an and sunnah. Today many of us 
wish to adjust our religion to what we 
consider success and leave the part of 
religion that others do not like. What we 
forget is 300 years ago, the world wasn’t 
the same as today, the flawed definition 
of success changes overtime; thus, if we 
think that today is the best way then 
remember that 300 years later, it will be 
obsolete.  What will not be obsolete is 
Islam.  Therefore, instead of trying to fit 
Islam into our lives, let’s fit into Islam 
because the true guidance and real 
victory is from Allah.  

 

������
������ � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 �� � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 �� � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 �� � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � ����
 � � �� � �� � �� � � ���
��������
��������
��������
�����  

 

Give sincere answers to these questions: 
 

1. Where is Islam on your priority 
list? 

2. Are you ready to sacrifice time and 
money to acquire knowledge? 

3. Do you have your Plan A and Plan 
B ready? 

4. Are you ready to answer, “What 
did you do for Islam?” 

  

By Umm ‘Abdullah 
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Muslim history is not complete 
without a discussion of the conversion 
of non-Muslims to Islam. We learned 
from Dr. Ismail in Islam Invulnerable 
that there are actually four non-violent 
models through which peaceful 
conversion to Islam occurred and still 
occurs.  
 

The first two models are micro 
processes which happen on an 
individual level within society. The 
first involves migration of Muslims 
into a non-Muslim area. Muslim 
traders and merchants start dealing 
with the non-Muslim general public.  
They talk about and demonstrate 
Islam.  The second process occurs 
through ulema networks. The scholars 
meet at centers of Islamic learning 
and/or at Hajj, and they exchange 
ideas and knowledge.  Then they 
disseminate throughout the world, 
people converting through their 
teachings. A modern day example 
would be AlMaghrib Institute. �
�
The models above explain conversion 
in the West. By contrast, what has not 

occurred in the West are the third and 
fourth processes, called “macro” 
because they occur when the whole 
society is affected by a change in its 
leadership, either by monarchic 
conversion or by replacement of a 
ruler by a victorious jihad. Such 
change in leadership allows the first 
two processes to occur and resources 
of the state, such as schools, money 
and influence are used to spread Islam.�
�
One of the more amusing axioms 
taught by Dr. Ismail was, “It doesn’t 
matter why a person converts,” and 
“Only Allah knows why people 
convert.”  This idea should not be 
taken the wrong way; eventually 
people become and stay Muslim 
because they realize its truth. But 
before that, they may have initiated 
their investigation or even converted 
for reasons other than a search for 
truth. In a survey of convert stories at 
www.thetruereligion.org, this author 
found these initial motivations: a 
curiosity in all religions; trying to 
prove Islam was wrong; experiencing 

good treatment at the hands of 
Muslims; a loved one converting first 
and insisting they look into it; 
researching Islam for a play to be 
written; doing Islamic Studies in order 
to be an Arabic teacher; jealousy of 
Muslim coworkers' happiness; and 
finally getting an eman rush when 
hearing the adhan, a surah read in 
prayer, or even a khutbah in Arabic.�
�

Those of you who were at the class in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan this January 
witnessed a conversion from the micro 
processes, Brother Tom Wittman 
became a Muslim. Alhamdulillah. 
May Allah grant Brother Tom 
steadfastness in this deen and make 
him among the righteous. 
 

When asked why he became a 
Muslim, Br. Tom answered, “Because 
I noticed the positive influences and 
impacts Islam has on people's 
religious and personal lives.”  
 

Islam gives us inner peace through 
tawheed. No wonder Umar bin al-
Khattab (may Allah be pleased with 
him) said, “If they (disbelievers) knew 
what we (Muslims) have, they would 
have fought us over it with swords.” 
What we have is something that all 
humankind needs, only, many are not 
aware of it. This is our job, to make 
people aware.  
 

Another interesting point we learned in 
class is that da’wah doesn’t have to be 
to convert someone to Islam; it could 
be to eradicate a Muslim’s un-Islamic 
habits like what Imam Shamil tried to 
do. Alhamdulillah, AlMaghrib 
Institute does a great job of this, may 
Allah reward all those who started it 
and worked for it. We were truly 
blessed to have attended this excellent 
class taught be Dr. Ashraf. These 
words from Brother Tom also express 
how much AlMaghrib has helped. 
“Before I converted, I had faith that I 
would have support from my brothers. 
Islam will allow me to have a one-on-
one relationship with Allah and 
AlMaghrib Institute will help me get 
closer to Allah.” 
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 By Nasima Ali and Sarah Azmeh, Interviewee: Tom Wittman, A revert to Islam 



Other than religion, 
East and West 
Pakistan had almost 
nothing in common. 
Geographically, 
thousands of miles 
separated with its 
number one enemy, 
India right in the 
middle of the two 
sides. Culture, 
ethnicity, and 
language were the 
key differences. East 
Pakistan accounted 
for more than half the 
population of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After years and years of British rule 
that destroyed the economy, identity, 
and backbone of India in the early 20th 
century, a movement started which 
lead to the independence of India from 
British rule and to the creation of 
Pakistan. Originally Pakistan consisted 
of East Pakistan and West Pakistan. 
West Pakistan consisted of Punjab, 
Sindh, Northwest Province and 
Balochistan, and East Pakistan 
consisted of the Bengal area, which is 
today known as Bangladesh. So how 
exactly did Pakistan further divide? 
This is the part of history, which is 
discussed very rarely, and people 

very core of the issues and holds the 
very reasons for the dysfunction of us 
Muslims in the world. The central 
reason for the creation of Pakistan 
which included both East and West 
Pakistan and the separation from India 
was religion; this was the one thing 
that the majority of the population had 
in common.  Islam was the reason that 
Pakistan was created, however the 
tragedy is that Islam was not 
implemented in the true form. This 
remained just an identity not a practice 
or way of life. And subsequently it 
was unable to keep its people united.  

sentiments. In addition, East Pakistan 
was economically deprived and 
discriminated against.  Between 1948 
and 1960 despite the fact that East 
Pakistan generated 70% of total export 
earnings, it received only 25% of the 
earnings. Despite the fact the East had 
75 million people to the West's 55 
million between 1950 and 1970 East 
Pakistan received only 34% of the 
developmental expenditure.  Out of 
101 high officials only 18 were 
Bengali.  In the military there were 
only four high level officers who were 
Bengali.  Most of the military 
resources were set up in West Pakistan 
and this made East Pakistanis feel 
insecure and defenseless.  Due to all 
the disparities in the economy, 
military, resources and representation, 
East Pakistanis increasingly started to 
feel as if West Pakistan was treating 
them as a mere colony, and opposition 
and resentment towards West 
Pakistani domination grew among the 
Bengali population. 
 

With the movement for an independent 
state becoming obvious and stronger, 
West Pakistan decided to fight to keep 
East Pakistan as part of Pakistan.  On 
March 25, 1971 the university in 
Dhaka (Dacca) was attacked and 
hundreds of students were killed. 
Death squads executed some 7,000 
people roaming in the streets in a 
single night. Ten million refugees fled 
to India.  By Pakistani accounts 
between one hundred thousand to one 
million Bengalis were killed.  
  

 In December 1971, India invaded 
Pakistan and Pakistan surrendered.  In 
1972 the Shimla Accord was signed 
and Bangladesh gained recognition 
quickly.  In 1974 Pakistan recognized 
Bangladesh. 
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know very little about it. Growing up 
in the U.S. with Pakistani parents I 
was taught a lot about the creation of 
Pakistan, but the separation of East 
and West Pakistan was never 
discussed.  Even while writing about 
this article I asked several Pakistani 
family and friends about how this 
separation came about and it was a 
surprise to learn that in general people 
had very little knowledge about it.   
After all the research I did for this 
article, I came to a conclusion that it is 
a part of Muslim history which is very 
important for us as Muslims to know 
because this history underlines the 

Pakistan in its entirety.  However, the 
main leaders who came from the cities 
of Karachi and Lahore were more 
interested in West Pakistan.  Karachi 
was made the capital of Pakistan and 
therefore industries were set up in 
Karachi.  Urdu was declared to be the 
only official state language and this 
upset many Bengalis as they wanted 
Bengali to be made one of the official 
state languages.  West Pakistan had 
emotional and sentimental attachment 
as well as vested interest in the dispute 
over Kashmir, but because Kashmir 
was attached to West Pakistan, East 
Pakistanis did not hold the same 

"All mankind is from Adam and Eve. An 
Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab, 
nor does a non-Arab have any superiority 
over an Arab; also a white has no 
superiority over a black, nor does a black 
have any superiority over a white except 
by piety and good action. Learn that 
every Muslim is the brother of another 
Muslim and that Muslims constitute one 
brotherhood. "  
  
From the Prophet saw’s Hajj Farewell Speech 

By Aneerah Ali 

References were taken from class notes and discussions along with research from wikipedia. 
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Recommended Resources     
Islam in Global History: From the Death of Prophet Muhammed to 
the First World War, by Nazeer Ahmed 
This set provides a unique work that goes beyond the Middle East 
and presents a global view of the events that have shaped Islamic 
history. Excellent chapter summaries are provided. The formats of 
the books are also logical and easy to follow and understand. 

 

A History of Islamic Societies, by Ira M. Lapidus (Volumes I and II) 
This book provides a comprehensive history of Islamic societies. It is divided into three 
parts: the origins of Islamic civilization, the worldwide diffusion of Islamic societies, and 
the modern transformation.   
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See next page for answers. 

Uthman Dan Fodio 
Babur 
David Ben Gurion 
John Glubb 

 

Mustapha Kemal 
Muahmmad Iqbal 
Ahmed Shuqayri 

Shaykh Junayd 
David Ben Gurion 

 

 
I was the first Mughal 

leader to conquer 
Northern India. 

 

I led a jihad against 
the Christians of 

Georgia Trebizond 
and turned them into 

Muslim states. 
 

 

I led the Palestine 
Liberal Organization 
in Cairo in January 

1964. 
 

 

I was one of the 
leaders who proposed 
the idea to have the 
nation of Pakistan. 

 

I was the leader who 
defeated the Greeks and 
European invasion that 

formed the independence 
of Turkey. 

 

I was from the family 
of the Todrobe family 

from Hausaland 
under the Sokoto 

Capliphate. 
 

 

I was the leader of the 
Royal Jordanian 

Army from the Arab 
Legion. 

 

 
I was the leader of the 
Jewish community of 
Yishuv, in Palestine. 
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  By Arifa Afzal 

By Juli Herman 

 

An Economic and Social History of the Ottoman Empire, by Halil Inalcik 
This book reveals an insightful approach to the history of the Ottoman Empire. It focuses 
on the place of the empire in Europe and the world using economic analysis, while 
giving a complete picture of life, commerce, diplomacy and bureaucracy.   

 

Between Two Worlds: The Construction of the Ottoman State by Cemal Kafadar 
Logical deduction and analysis of the Ottoman Empire as well as interesting facts and 
possibilities are explored in Kafadar’s work. The book observes the forces at play, their 
effects, and their results on the creation of the Ottoman Empire. The author also has a 
powerful yet smooth writing style.   

 

 By Sana Chaker 



  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Go BackGo BackGo BackGo Back!!!!    
Go BackGo BackGo BackGo Back!!!!    

 

Daddy, Daddy! Help!   
Aljazeera’s taking 

over! What am I gonna 
do? 

Now you listen to me 
George W. I tell ya, it’s that 
Sad-damn. You gotta push 
that button boy. You gotta 

push that button! 

DDDeeessspppeeerrraaattteee   PPPrrreeesssiiidddeeennntttsss   

NNNNNNNNOOOOOOOO                                                
WWWWWWWWAAAAAAAAKKKKKKKKBBBBBBBBAAAAAAAARRRRRRRR        
AAAAAAAALLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOWWWWWWWWEEEEEEEEDDDDDDDD        

HHHHHHHHEEEEEEEERRRRRRRREEEEEEEE        

Be a fghiend of 
Izzghaelll and 

Izzghaell will be 
your friend. 

 

Call 1-800-GO-ISRAEL 

Me 

Me 
Me 

Me 

Me 

Me 

Me 

It ’s all about ME ! 

�������������������� By Idil Abdulkadir 
Illustrations by Juli Herman 
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Quiz answers on page. 12: 1. Babur 2. Shaykh Junayd 3. 
Ahmed Shuqayri 4. Muahmmad Iqbal 5. Mustapha Kemal 
6. Uthman Dan Fodio 7. John Glubb 8. David Ben Gurion 

 

"People are vulnerable, while Islam is invulnerable." 

"Muslims must govern 
their own affairs." 

"Never let reality stop a good idea!" 

"Knowledge is the center of 
transformation of the world." 

"No civilization stays intact." 
 

"What our class is made up of: Egypt, 
Syria, Tunis, Hungary, Turkey, South 
Africa, Malaysia, Dutch, India, Nigeria, 
French, Lebanon, Germany, Greece, etc." 

 

"When you become strong and organized, 
rulers will come after you." 

 

"To be in the majority does not necessarily mean you are in the right."  
 

 

"I t’s not important why people 
convert to Islam, but what’s 
important is why they stay 
Muslim. “Only Allah (swt) 
knows what lies within our 
hearts." 

"There’s not one human life worth more than another." 

"You have to care 
about the entire 
ummah!" 

"Never say you deserve anything. Humble yourself." 

"Allah protects Islam by the rise 
and fall of an empire, for if left 
unchecked a population would be 
destroyed by the instability that 
comes with the height of wealth 
and power." 

"The love of one country leads to the hate of another". 
 

"Success is a test. Failure is a test. Success is the more difficult one." 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


