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hood between the
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Standing Under One Shade = Fatwa Shopping
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Assalamu alaikum wa
rahmatullahi wabarakatuhu,

Alhamdulilah,The Code

of Scholars: Usool Al-

Figh could not have been as
successful as it was with-
out all the volunteers that
helped along with all of you

who attended. Alhamdulil- "'-... . k
lah, Qabeelat Ittihaad is greatly o
appreciated by Muhammad

Alshareef for our excellent hospitalit

and insha' Allahwe should keep thi  known in SE Michigan and Windsor.
up. is still crucial for us all to work togeth
in spreading our experiences to oth
Can you even remember your life bef
AlMaghrib? How has AlMaghrib made
difference in your life? Keep the
things in mind when telling othgeople
about who we are and what exgave

Soon enough insh&llah we will be
hosting a promotional event for c
upcoming class. df those of you wh
have not gotten the chanto attend a
AIM aghrib Institute class, | encoure
you to have a look out for our pron
and aténd it to meet up with Sheil
Mohamed Ibn Fagih, and be enlight
ened by his knowledge masha' Allah.

ing experience; it is a life changi
experience.

What better way tontroduce people t
AlMaghrib than to invite them to .
Qabeelah event? Insha' Allah we v
have eents for brothers and sisters
Insha’ Allah everyone is still reapil keep the sisterhood and brotherh
the benefits from our last class alive between classes and to give
however, it is now time to loc communities a chance to get to know
forward to our future activities. First visit the forums for information o
would like to welcome you all to o fyture events and to suggest possibili
next class, Route 114: Scienadsthe  of your own.
Qur'an, taught by Sheikh Mohathe )
Ibn Fagih. Insha' Allah this class w Finally, Qabeetalttihaad would not an
be held at the University of Michige Wil not exist without YOU! If you ar¢
— Dearborn, June 9-11 and 18- interested in helping out, whether it
Registration is already available ~ Volunteering for a task or just pass
http://www.almaghrib.org/enroll.php ~&long an dea, please let us know. Y
Don't wait until the last minute; | hay May email me:

a feeling this @ss will quickly fill up.  sr sarrah Buageila

With much needed topic, a great ingmeerah.ittihaad@almaghrib.org
structor, wonderful location and Qa-qr Br. Haroon Malik:

beelat Ittihaad’s awesome hospitali  gmeer.ittihaad@almaghrib.org
there is no reason not to attend!

With that in mind, our gabeelah is s
in the process of making ourseh

do. AlMaghrib is more than just a learn-
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By Thana Numan, Illustration by Amna Fiaz

An Interview with
Sheikh Muhammad Alshareef

We realize the great dédrence we ca
make even as individuals when
look at teachers such as Muhamn
Alshareef, who is the founder
AlMaghrib Institute.

He has successfully motivated hun- #

dreds of students to appreciate ¢

understand the importance of know- 4 \

ledge in Ishm, and to convey ti
knowledge to others.

Knowledge of our deen should r

ways be conveyed to others, whic
always wanted tado first through :
night school and eventually star
AlMaghrib instead. AlMaghrib he
not come as far as | wanted it to.
envision bigger and better goals

AlMaghrib, like opening classes

fifteen countries around the world w
the best Islamiadegree available fc
working Muslims who do not have
stop their jobs.

Getting the Muslims to honor studyi
Islam and convincing them that it
the best thing they could do in th
life was the hardest part. Knowledge
of Islam is often taken for grant
because of culture and society.

The Code of the

Scholars class was the
second class that AlMaghri
started and | would rather teach som

the newer classes that are on the cu

riculum to the cities that haven't had

4 them yet. The older classes will be re
stay with one person, but should alproduced again after all of the classes

have been taught.

| have always had an enjoyment to
people to do something great and
Peek Performance business helps pe
that want to accomplish a projegobal
that would take a longer period of tin
and | would helghem with the drive an
motivation to accomplish it in a mu
shorter period of time.

Memories of i'tikaaf at the ka’bah a
some of the best memories | h:
because of the intimate feeling withe
surroundings of the ka’bah. This is
experience that | wish everyone co

g ———-2 Efft

Sleaping?
Inmy Glass?

drowning peaple
mad mah drowning fhem

; pee
There's no s[;‘t‘}u‘nq ’\_/l’( R,
[ B

in Mulwmmad .r"LL-'-"r.lr'ra:r"a-'- class!

have a chance to do. Other g«
pemories | have are the opportunity
visit Masjid Al-Agsa in Jerusalem wi
some of my classmates.

$

The student of knowledge should me-
orize the Qur'an, because its benefits
person are fundamental.

%

Qabeelat Ittihaad is theecond stronge
gabeelah in Canada so far. | feel
brother/sisterhood between the stude
and that they have worked very hard.
a teacher | feel blessed to teach a cla
Windsor,



By Hanaa Elmi

gained a deeper understanding
of the 5 Ws of Islamic
lawmaking. | have left this
class with a greater gratitude
for what all the people
involved in analyzing and
explaining what Allah (swt)
expects from us and how
each day we fall short
because we never really

fully  understood. |
learned about bind-
ing commands, law-

makers, cash and

credit fard in a new

context and how
the laws are
enacted for
humankind.

Now ask me

what | really

learned. This
experience was lik
taking off my rosesolored
glasses and taking a clo:
look at thebig picture. The
big picture to me is that it
our responsibility to see

Wow! Masha Allah. Windsor, knowledge wherever it is. W
we did it! Successfully host- must step outside our comf
ing our second Windsor basedzones and areas of expset
AlMaghrib class is definitely and learn things that wi
something to be proud of.insha'Allah benefit us in thi:
Countdown for Routd14 life and in the next. It's liki
has already begun. But waitmy grandpa says thateas art
I'm getting ahead of my- things we can all learn b

self. It's what my grandm
says our generation is kno\
for. We zoom through thinc
without getting the full valu
of what we experience. ¢
what did | really get out o
this class? | can’t even bec
to explain howawesome th
class was. It was like déja
of the eman ush that

experienced fronthe History
of Khulafaa' classall over

they don’t do peoplany gooc
when their still in their heads
and don't ever reach their
finger tips.

| want to thank everyone wi
made this experience an ex
awesome one for me. Yes,
that mean you cheese peof
and those of you who help
me out during the gruelir
brothers versus sisters com-

petition and hose of you whi
made me feel at home or
This time around, it being again, ignoring my loud an
only my second class, | sarcastic ways. Alsohbse of
learned many issues that inyou who made those aweso

again.

my mind were only a light snack packs - theywere
haze and once the fog hadingenious. Thank you 1
cleared there stood Mu-everyone new that | met. Oh,

hammad Alshareef saying,one
“Where’s your proof!” |

more thing: always
choose the banana.
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By Asma Youssuf

(

"Why should | grow my beard? Shaykh says that you do't have
to." "But Imam Abu Haneefah said that women can show wha is
beneath their
shopping".

ankles."

A shopping fad, very popular amo
Muslims, is not online shopping
window shopping, but fatw
shopping! This is when one asl
advice from a variety of imams a
chooses the interpretation dfesi’ah
one likes best.This illustrates th
challenges faced by all Muslims
the West as we try to practice 1
teachings of the Quamh and follown

the sunnah of the prophet (9aw
Muslims who do go "fatwa shop

ping" have already made a decis
and are looking for something tt
supports their opinion.

A fatwa is a legal opinion upon
matter and should only be issued
someone whas qualified to do sc
One who issues a fatwa is calle
"mufti”.

Sound familiar?

It's called "fatwe

sensus by all of th
scholars, ijma‘a car-
ries more weight &
a legal opinion tc
be followed. Islan
has no central au-
thority such as

pope, thoughthere
is some hierarchy —
thedifference being
that the layman he
access to scholar
proof. The first
scholar you as
should be qualifier
and should under-

stand your circumstance.

Choosing a fatwa to follow becat
one likes it, rather than looking

the evidences is very dangerous

Imam anNawawi said, “The ufti in
delivering fitwa of two views
doesn’t have the right to choose
view that appeals to him witho
research, but he should choose
preferable one”. The questioner |
the same obligations of the muftie
“cannot choose an interpretati
Fatwa is a sensitive issue and he
high status in Islam. So the n
time you hear someone ask fol
second opinion because he/she is n
satisfied with the fatwa that w
given to them, direct them to t
nearest supermarket.

A fatwa that reaches con-
..OQ..OO..OOOOQ.QQO..OOOQC.O..
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¢ . He should have a good intention. :
: - He should be knowledgeable, forbearing, dignifiad aalm. °
o . He should have a strong grasp of knowledge. :
: - He should have a strong personality and not bet@ffieby criticism.
o - He should know what people are like. °
P [
0. *Formulated by Imam Ahmed :

° °




Salatul Jumu’ah is about to start but N
Ahmad is still stuck in traffic. If he trit
to catch salah at the masjid where
usually prays, he would probably m
Jumu’ah prayer. Mr. Ahmad thinks he

Ahmad continues to pray inaudibly ur
the Imam says, “Assalamu alaiykum
rahmatullah”. As soon as the Ime
finishes salah, an army of men jumps

Mr. Ahmad and starts beating him up -Most of us are influenced by the “if-you-

and decides to pray in the masjid at theuntil he passes out.

next exit instead He pulls his car an
joins the salah right when ‘igamaah
being pronounced. Imam begins sa
and recites AlFatihah. As usual, N
Ahmad says ameen loudly at the e
Huh? What is this? Only Mr. Ahmac
voice echoes in the entireasjid. Mr.

What did Mr. Ahmad do? He se
ameenioudly after AlFatihah, which we
against the norm of that masjid. Wi
does he get in return® kick storm!

Today, ufortunately, different groug
even among Ahlul-Sunnah-wdama’at

By Umm ‘Abdullah

live in fear and hatred of each oth
Some of them avoid pyang in eact
other's masajid unless they know -
“code of ethics” of the masjid. Ala

don’t-follow-me-you’re-misguided”
approach.

Disagreements are a part of human na-

ture.

Two fanmous companions of the propt

(saw), Abu Bakr and Umar, used
disagree with each other. After 1
Battle of Badr, the messenger of All
asked his companions their opinic
on the prisoners of war. "Umar said
think that it would be better to allo
us to kill them. Allow "Ali bin Abi
Talib to kill "Ageel and allow me
member of my family, for these peoj
are the leaders of unbelief." Abu Ba
on the other hand, disagreed and ¢
“These are our uncles and families
think it would be better to k& ranson
from them to strengthen ourseh
with funds; perhaps Allah will guid
them into Islam.” Although th
prophet liked Abu Bakr’s decision, tl
verses of Quran came down ap
proving Umar’s viewpoint. We s¢

that the sahabah disagreed and al-

though one was more right than t
other, it didn’t lead them to call ea
other kafir, hypocrite or misguided.

Some people think they can somef

about the other man’s sheep that gre
in his pasture during the night. Daw
gave a hasty judgment, bBulaymaan
Dawud’s son, spoke upl have anothe
opinion. The owner of the sheep shao
take the field to cultivate until the grag
grow, while the other man should te
the sheep and make use of their w
and milk until his fiedl is repaired. If th:
grapes grow, and the field returns to
former state, then the field owner sho
take his field and give back the sheg|
their owner." Allah says in the Qur’ar
"So we gave the proper understandin
Sulaymaan, while giving bbtof themr
wisdom and knowledge”. (21:79)

Hence, differences in comprehendin

given situation are not from the for-

pidden disagreements, even though
was more right than the other was
Allah did not chastise Dawud.

Allah says,"If you differ in anything

solve the infamous moonsighting pro-among yourselves, refer it to Allah a

blem while even the sahabah disagr
among each other on this very toj
The people of Sham started fasting
Friday but the new moon wasn't se
in Medina. Kurayb, the slave of Ab-
dullah bin ‘Abbaas, told Ibn ‘Abba:
that Mu'waaiyah and AhluSham
fasted on Friday. Ibn ‘Abbaas sa
“But we shall continue fasting un
we've gen the moon (showing the €
of the month) or until we comple
thirty days...”

Once Umar heard Hishaam bin Hal
reciting Surat-uFurgaan in a mann
different from the way he had learn
from the prophet (saw). Sdya matte
was brought to the prophet. He he
and approved the recitation of b
sahaba and then said, "Verily, t
Quran has been revealed in the se
huroof." (Bukhari) Hence, it is no
appropriate for Muslims who claim
follow the path of rasulsaw) to fight
regarding matters and actions in wh
variation is permissible.

Once two men approached Dawud |
and one of them asked his judgm

His messenger, if ye do believe in All
and the Last Day." (4:59)

Allah’s guidance has come to us in t
forms: Quran andunnah. Therefore, i
case of disagreements, we should tr

follow those who have stronger evi-

dences from Qur'an andusnah. Whel
differences and debates do not go ag:
Qur’an and snnah, at the same time
healthy, disciplined and share a str
common ground that everyone respe
then there is no problem.

Nonetheless, oncthe proofs have bet
established, it is inappropriate to stick
the opinion that contradicts Qur'an &
sunnah because Allah saysnd do not
be like those who split up and differ
after the clear proofs came to them,
them is a great punishment.” (3:105)

Recently, some major ulema’ of Pakis
declared a welknown female Dai'ee
heretic. After researching, | found ¢
that the reason of this condemnation
she primarily followed Habali opinions
while majority of the country is Hana
therefore, according to ulema she \
implanting “discord” and spreadir

“misguidance” among the peog
although her success in bringing won
to Qur'an and sunnah was enormous.

It is now time forus to open our minc
and hearts to learn how to resp
disagreements that Islam permits. St
self-interpretation of Qur'an andadith
as well as blind allegiance of ont
school of thought (that creates hat

towards other schools) can lead to im-
It is now time to ap-

mense discord.
preciate diversity, to seek the truth &
to help one another in righteous ¢

piety.

$ 6

If someone argues thabligations of
Islam such as hijab or salah amet
obligatory, then there is a problem

Such a dference is not from Islar
because the Qur'an says, "Verily tht
who split up their religion and becat
sects, you have absolutely nothing
do with them(6:159).

The solution is if one finds that tl
opinion one follows is incorrect the
one should readily accept the ric
opinion.

This is an ignorant technique whi
we must avoid.

One can respect legitimate differenc
yet preach the righteousness, but,
requires some wisdom. For this
recommend listening to Figh
Da'wah series by Sheikh Muhamm
Alshareef.

Saeed bin Musayyib said, “There
no noble scholar or esteemed per
who does not have a fault, but pec
should not needlessly menti
scholars’ faults. If a scholar’'s mer
are greater than his short comings,
former outweigh the latter.”



By Aishah ancI Jasmin Malik

Got a Minute?

Why do women have to cov
themselves in your religion? Why is 1
distribution of inheritance not eqt
between men and women in Isla
Why are men one degree higher tl
women? What is the status of womel
Islam?

$ 7

These are commonly asked questions
as Muslims are faced with and it usus
catapults the starting points of our dav
efforts. Unfortunately by the time v
are through answering these questi
we have accomplished nothing m
than tojust answer these questions.
have not brought them that much clc
to the message of Islam, the messag
tawheed. This is because in a limi
amount of time we can’t possibly disct
all the complex peripheral issues anc

completely successful. Sheikh Yasil
Qadhi once mentioned that as long
they (nonMuslim) devise the scale, o
dawah attempts would have a minir
chance of success. So how does

give dawah in a limited amount of tim
What we have to do is devise our o
scale and givelawah according to the
Muhammad Alshareef mentioned in
previous AlMaghrib class a usei
technique. When one is faced with ¢
one of those types of questions, he or
should say, “In order for me to exple
that, | have to explain Islam to you.oG
a minute?” In reality what this does
tip the scale in your favor and opens
the doors tostarting with tawheed
When you have firmly established t
oneness of Allah (swt) and Him bei
the Lawgiver and made that the focus
your conversation,gu can then go bac
and explain the oft-repeated questions

But do we really know the answers
the questions that are posed to us?
we know why a woman must we
hijab or why the inheritance laws ¢
different for men and women? The
exact qustions are one of mai
reasons it is imperative to underst:
Usool Al-Figh.

$

Whether Muslim or nomuslim, we
all need one form of guidance

another. With nomMuslims the key i
to bring attention to tawheed and
hereafter, but wdt about the Muslir
who knows tawheed and about

hereafter but is confused about

different rulings? The key to cleari
up the confusion is to attempt

understand the principles of figh. T
sciences of Usool AFigh attempts t
explain to us thewho, what, where
when, and why. Armed with th
knowledge we can than begin to reg
our ummah one word, one step,
one person at a time. We as a na
are too quick to jump to givin
prescription fatwas a one size fits a
type of mentality. Based on certai
principles, the scholars of the past i
present are able to extract rulir
according to case-bgase situation:
Ibn Abu Hassan said about Imi
Maalik, “Once, Maalik was aske
twentytwo juristic questions, yet |
did not answer more &m two
questions of them, saying every n
and then, ‘There is neither might r
power except with Allah.™

His reluctance to answer the otl
questions had to do with him wanti

to be absolutely certairthat what he
said was correct and he did not want
be held accountable for any misguid-
ance. It is such a stark contrast bet-
ween people like us and the gr
Imams.

What a grand eye opening and enlight-
ening experience it was to find out tl
we know the equivalent of a dust sj
in the grand spectrunof Islamic
knowledge. In the words of our tea-
cher Muhammad Alshareef, if there
anything he wanted us to leave witr

was “Allahu t'alaa aalam!”
8



Allah, our teacher is so funny. | love

ByBismaParvez  this class already,” Summaya replied.

Woah! | can't believe that
Summaya is laughing. She never finds
anything funny. | guess | could pay
attention for a while. If Summaya likes
the class then it can't be that bad

So for the rest of the class Aisha
paid attention. She was quite inter-
ested in what her teacher was saying
and she even took notes. The best part
was that the teacher did not make
them sit and write notes for three
straight hours. He gave the class a 10
minute break every hour and it
was really fun. The students
discussed the class and Aisha got
to meet so many new people.
When class was over, everyone

was walking out and signing up
for the class. Zaina came running
behind Aisha.

“Are you going to sign up? |
really liked it.”
“Why do you always assume things?

. . Aisha did not want to admit that
'tl)';n;oﬁr?e)l/fr”eadlng weekend. You can goshe liked the class since she had said

It was Friday afternoon and Aishawas  “It's free today so just come to checkSC Many bad comments about it in the
lying down on her bed, legs waving int out. That's what I'm doing. And 'St Place. She felt bad for having
the air, reading The Da Vinci Codeanyway, Mom said that you have to go orSuch an ignorant opinion. She did not
She was so excited because she finalijie'll yell at you.” know anything about the class, never
morning. The second she turned to theiMaghrib! Why should | waste two of © What other people had to say about
first page, her sister, Zaina, camgy precious weekends sitting in some': She simply made judgments.
barging in her room. “Where is yourdumb class when | can be sleeping in? ipgihamdulilah, her mother and sister
dark green hijab? | cant find itgoing to be a shoot-me-in-the-fabering practically forced her to take the class

g

anywhere,” she exclaimed. - because she ended up really enjoying
W _ class. Iam not*%(*)mg. it and learning a lot of things she

“You should probably ask me if you hour | <h . would have never known otherwise.

can wear my hijab before you start ~An hour later, Aisha and Zaina _ _

looking for it,” Aisha answered Were sitting in class while the teacher “‘Well if you're going to keep

annoyed by the disruption and the factv@s introducing himself.I cannot nagging me about it, | guess | might
that Zaina just assumed that sheP€lieve I got sucked into thiisha as well take it,” Aisha replied sneakily
would let her borrow it. Zaina simply thought. She pulled out her novel and as she walked off to the sign up table.

through her closet until she finally r€ading and zone out of the Cla g ——— T—————
found it. As soon as she pulled it out, th . :

entire class started laughing.
“Hey! Why aren't you dressed Aisha looked around and aske
yet? The class starts in an hour,”her friend why everyone was

Zaina nagged at Aisha. laughing.
“What class?” . ,
“AlMaghrib. I'm sure it will be Muhammad Alshareef just
fun, Insha’ Allah.” told the funniest joke! Masha



By Ayesha Alvi

Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence, by Mohammad
Hashim Kamali

This is the first book on Islamic Law (Usool Al-Figh)
available in English. This volume is concerned with the
way in which the laws of Islam are derived from the
Qur'an and the sunnah. It is written as a university
textbook. Its clarity and readability make it an essential
reference work for students of Islamic law. Hrirfeie

By Sana Chaker

‘Al-Waadih Fee Usool Al-Figh’ for Beginners

by Mohammed Soleiman Abdullah Al-Ashqar /
This book, written in Arabic, offers the detailedingiples of st
Usool Al-Figh and their implications. Furthermord, REEEErme

contains sample cases and problems for studenisngni P

an excellent review tool for the Usool Al-Figh das

Yoioioirs

Al-Shafiis Risalaby Majid Khadduri

Written in the year 204 Hijree (820 CE) by Imam / - j gpafiis
Shafi'ee, this book outlines the principles by whacholars RISALA

cancome to their conclusions about Islamic cases. Mais v
the first book to gather all of these principlesarsingle e
volume. For those wishing to gain tremendous kndge o

on the subject of Usool Al-Figh, reading this tdatisn of by HMajd Kbadduri

Arabic book is an optimal way to start. Attt

Recommende
Resources




By Ola Alhasan

There are two kinds of fatwas: prescription fatwag aver-

the-counter fatwas. There could be serious conseggdf one
shares prescription fatwas.

) Dontt say, "But my brain told me so!" You're brain't always
lJCZ[1 dd] o the class... right. You will not always understand everything!

sTILL to creesed

Casual opinion does not establish Islamic law.







